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Social network sites (SNS)

Web based services that allow individuals to:

1) construct a public or semi-public (self-
descriptive) profile within a bounded system

2) articulate a list of users with whom they 
share a connection

3) and view and traverse their lists of 
connections and those made by others in 
the system                                                                                                                   

(boyd & Ellison, 2007)



a few examples

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/02/Iwiw.jpg
http://www.classmates.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CouchSurfing.png
http://www.draugiem.lv/
http://www.faces.com/
http://www.friendsreunited.co.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Grono.png
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://socialnomics.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/hi5-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://socialnomics.net/tag/hi5/&h=450&w=600&sz=17&tbnid=mY0_HZTIk8-glM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhi5%2Blogo&hl=en&usg=__mZaxpzs0S-DkoN9xZhMO3E8Ad6w=&ei=XyeeStCIHYHu-AagmfnZCw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ibibo_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Italkilogo.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kaioo.com_logo_blue_on_transparent.png
http://www.kaixin001.com/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/ce/Kiwibox_logo.gif
http://www.meetin.org/
http://www.meetup.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mychurch_logo_beta_lg.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Myheritage_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tuenti_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Xiaonei_logo_transparent.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Zoo_logo.jpg


Who uses SNS?



http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=545537600&amp;media_secret=5QiB
http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=704766586&amp;media_secret=970m
http://ciskasnoek.hyves.nl/fotos/713116413/0/jDAZ/
http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=73705595&amp;media_secret=J-0i
http://jesssicaa05.hyves.nl/fotos/712649060/0/y0es/
http://suzanderks.hyves.nl/fotos/352256613/0/AUEz/
http://steffets.hyves.nl/fotos/689160526/0/E9fP/
http://robju3.hyves.nl/fotos/709827728/0/-xsU/
http://evi-bekkering.hyves.nl/fotos/714727893/0/p6kJ/
http://meikevanpoorten.hyves.nl/fotos/624180399/0/jUk4/
http://l-isa4.hyves.nl/fotos/515706339/0/DIzQ/
http://beta-piet.hyves.nl/fotos/711609774/0/p0Kc/
http://sjorsvanduursen.hyves.nl/fotos/703656630/0/fpoL/
http://renske-07.hyves.nl/fotos/613244257/0/a8h9/
http://racheeel31.hyves.nl/fotos/717054383/0/JOuN/
http://xnnikkki.hyves.nl/fotos/428328445/0/J43u/
http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=657007256&amp;media_secret=q9Sq
http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=630059704&amp;media_secret=tk98
http://www.hyves.nl/index.php?l1=ut&amp;l2=photo&amp;l3=show&amp;media_id=699368076&amp;media_secret=0jvZ
http://jimi92.hyves.nl/fotos/590177029/0/LeYo/
http://marlaine95.hyves.nl/
http://rrobinvv.hyves.nl/fotos/451750409/0/oeUI/


Why do they use SNS?
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Self-presentation

http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=188295204
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=236360448
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=26148663
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=97293282
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=96482394
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=13406824
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=8547438
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=1979327
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Keep in touch with friends



Keep in touch with friends



2 Jul 2009 11:27

hey babby,
You okay?
Love you xxxxx 

30 Jun 2009 17:03

message me your number and ill text you, got a new phone.
IM COMING HOME!!!
Love you xxxxxx

30 Jun 2009 12:33

ive got some rather nice news for you :)
love you
xxxxxxxxx 

Keep in touch with friends



Keep in touch with friends



Out of Sight Í Out of Mind ?
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Leisure activity



Leisure activity



Leisure activity



Leisure activity



Will they keep on using SNS?



Self-presentation

Keep in touch with friends

Leisure activity



What influence has the use of SNS

on personal networks of individuals 

and is this beneficial for them?



Personal network

ÅEgocentric perspective

ÅReflects all relationships or ties a single 

individual has with other persons in a 

society



Personal network

&



friends

neighbours

acquaintances

colleagues



ǒ



Life-cycle factors








